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Synopsis

The difference between French and German definitions of citizenship is instructive--and, for millions
of immigrants from North Africa, Turkey, and Eastern Europe, decisive. Rogers Brubaker shows
how this difference--between the territorial basis of the French citizenry and the German emphasis
on blood descent--was shaped and sustained by sharply differing understandings of nationhood,

rooted in distinctive French and German paths to nation-statehood.
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Customer Reviews

Learned, shrewd, and demanding. (Foreign Affairs)[A] concise and elegant comparison of the
national identities of France and Germany, and the citizenship policies that flow from thema |
Brubakera ™s excellent study is the best available guide to the intellectual background of the
current crisis in German self-identity. (Michael Ignatieff New Republic)Brubakerda ™s extremely
timely book traces the history of citizenshipa <legal status, heartfelt identitya «in France and
Germany. Each nation had, and still has, a very different idea of citizenshipa | Brubaker is erudite
and clear, and keeps an acutely open mind-no easy thing in these murky waters. (Village Voice
Literary Supplement)Brubaker brilliantly integrates institutional and cultural analysis. His focus on
immigrants and citizenship in France and Germany makes a compelling case for understanding
modern national states not only as organizations but also as associations of members. (Theda

Skocpol, Harvard University)



Brubaker brilliantly integrates institutional and cultural analysis. His focus on immigrants and
citizenship in France and Germany makes a compelling case for understanding modern national
states not only as organizations but also as associations of members. --Theda Skocpol, Harvard

University --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

great; arrived on time and exactly as described

Excellent book. Very well researched. For those interested in the history and development of

citizenship policies in France and Germany, it is a must read.

This is a great book and Brubaker (along with Benedict Anderson) is one of the leading scholars on
identity and identity politics. The scholarship is 5 stars. My problem is with the Kindle edition. It is
not formatted properly so it is not clear if a block of text is a paragraph or an inset quote. To putitin
short, the margins are literally all over the place. The text spacing is also strange. Words are
separated by large tabs of space and other words are strung together as if one long word. This
slows down reading considerably. | have tried every size font possible and still cannot get rid of this
bug. The last problem is the footnotes. The footnotes/endnotes are not clickable so you have to
really search for citation at the end of the book which can cause you to lose our place easily and
eats up time. The Kindle version is not worth it. You are much better off simply buying the book and
| wish | could get a refund so | could put the money towards buying a hardcopy.
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